
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create Your Moment…. 
The Mountain Lakes Train Station 

and Esplanade…….. 

In 1912 the Lackawanna Railroad opened the 

train station at Mountain Lakes. This provided 

commuters direct access to New York City via the 

terminal at Hoboken and the newly constructed 

Hudson Tubes. In short order many wealthier 

upper middle-class families abandoned the often 

oppressive and foul conditions of city living in 

favor of the safety and serenity of the suburbs.  
 

Often brides are looking for locations to take pictures in-between their ceremonies and 

receptions- or just an option to go along with the venue. The Mansion at Mountain Lakes is 

located in the beautiful community of Mountain Lakes which offers numerous, must-see 

locations for just that. 

Let’s take a look at the Mountain Lakes Train Station and Esplanade. Located just 2.5 miles 

from The Mansion, it’s a great option and one of our favorites. Nothing says “starting a new 

journey” like a shot by the train tracks. The rustic stone architecture adds a great backdrop to 

your shots. Here’s a look at the history of the train station along with some of our brides’ 

awesome photos! 

http://www.mtnlakes.org/History


 

 

 

 

Beginning in 1908 developer and entrepreneur 

Herbert J. Hapgood began acquiring land to 

found Mountain Lakes as a planned suburban 

residential park in Morris County, New Jersey. In 

1908-1909 the completion of railroad tunnels and 

the Hudson and Manhattan Railway through them 

connecting New York and New Jersey heralded a 

new era in the development of suburban New 

Jersey. With such transportation innovations, 

daily commuting from city to more rural New 

Jersey locales became feasible.  

“It’s not the journey or the destination; it’s the seatmate”  

Why Bride Lynda choose this location: 

Mike and I are both NJ —> NY 

commuters & are constantly commuting 

to see family and friends. We both loved 

the idea of having the first look location 

to be at the Mountain Lakes Train 

Station. Fall colors were glorious and 

that staircase was amazing too! Huge 

perk that is was 3 min away from MML.  



 

 

 

Near the bottom of Midvale Road, lies a pancake-

shaped piece of high land, perched above split rock 

outcroppings and wild overgrowth, civilized on one 

side by stone and wood arbors and two wide 

cement staircases, descending on either side of a 

terraced garden defined by a curved stone wall. 

Designed to be viewed from the railroad station 

below, this is The Esplanade, the impressive 

entrance to Hapgood's grand vision: Mountain 

Lakes Residential Park. 

 

In 1912, the impressive Olmstead-esque public 

space was the first thing commuters and visitors 

saw when they stepped off the Delaware 

Lackawanna and Western Road trains at the 

Mountain Lakes station. Built at the dawn of the 

automobile age, when horses, trains, and trolleys 

still moved the masses, The Esplanade is now an 

oddly elegant, somewhat lonely spot. Recently 

refurbished under the oversight of the Mountain 

Lakes Garden Club, The Esplanade today survives 

mainly as a public monument to the grand vision of 

the town's founder, a symbol of his determination to 

create an executives' haven dedicated to the notion 

that what he called "high class" people wanted 

mainly to be in each others' company, away from 

the dirt, noise, and chance encounters that 

characterized city life. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Photographer’s credit: 
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Popography 
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We do not advocate going onto 

the actual tracks as they are 
deemed the private property of 

NJ Transit. 

 

The Mansion at Mountain Lakes has 

beautiful areas to create images, but I love 

the fact that there are several areas close 

by The Mansion for a different backdrop to 

the day. One of my favorites spots is the 

Train Station. It has beautiful lighting, lovely 

greenery & flowers. The steps leading to the 

esplanade make a perfect spot for a first 

look. The train station, along with the areas 

around The Mansion, are definitely a 

favorite for me! 


